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How do I search NHS Evidence? 
NHS Evidence uses a simple Google-style search box.  
For best results, use a few keywords from your search question, for example: 
 Acupuncture in shoulder pain 
 Ambulatory oxygen in COPD 
 Early intervention in psychosis 

 
SEARCH TIPS 
 If you enter more than one term in the search box, NHS Evidence will search for documents that  

 contain all those words 
 You can use the Boolean operator OR to find articles that contain either term (e.g. lactation OR 

breastfeeding) 
 To find phrases, type them in speech marks (e.g. “head injury”)  
 To find words with the same stem but different endings you can use a ‘wildcard’ by typing *  

 (e.g. pregnan* will search for pregnant and pregnancy) 

What is NHS Evidence? 
 
NHS Evidence is a website that provides easy access 
to a high quality and comprehensive evidence base for 
everyone involved in health and social care.  
 
NHS Evidence is provided by NICE (National  
Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) and  
allows you to search a number of evaluated sites for  
evidence-based health and social care information.  
 
NHS Evidence also provides access to specialist  
resources previously available through the National  
Library for Health (NLH), for example specialist  
collections, advanced healthcare databases (including 
Medline, Embase, Cinahl and others) and access to full 
text books and journals.  www.evidence.nhs.uk 

 

How do I access NHS Evidence? 
Go to www.evidence.nhs.uk. You do not need to register to search NHS Evidence, but you need an NHS 
Athens username and password in order to access full-text books and journals and to search advanced 
healthcare databases such as Medline, Embase and Cinahl. 
 
For help with registering for an NHS Athens account, please see Library Helpsheet 1: Creating and using 
your NHS Athens account. 
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View our webpages at www.whnt.nhs.uk/library or contact us at: 
 

 McArdle Library, Arrowe Park Hospital  John A. Aitken Library, Clatterbridge Hospital 
   Tel: 0151 604 7223 /ext. 8610   Tel: 0151 482 7849 / ext. 4404 
   E-mail: mcardle.library@nhs.net  E-mail: library@ccotrust.nhs.uk 

 

Need a more in-depth search? 
 
If you need to conduct a more in-depth search, 
click on A-Z of topics at the top right of the 
homepage. 
 
Here you can type in your search term then re-
view the different types of evidence by clicking 
on the tabbed pages.   

What do my results looks like? 
Your results are listed in the centre of the page.  Results are shown in order of relevance, and 10 items are 
shown on each page.  

In general, clicking on 
the title of the item 
will take you to the 
full text. 

If you have too 
many results, you 
can refine your 
search using the  
filters down the side 
of the page. 
 
Filter your results by 
areas of interest, 
types of information, 
clinical queries, 
sources, medicines 
and devices or pub-
lished date. 

You have the option 
to e-mail your results 
to a colleague (or 
yourself). 
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Healthcare Databases  
Advanced Search 

 
If you’d like to get access to  
individually published studies and journal 
articles via Medline, Embase, Cinahl and 
more), select Journals and Databases 
from the homepage and then click on  
Advanced search. 
 
You’ll need an NHS Athens login and 
password to access the full range of  
resources.  Please see helpsheet #1 for 
details of how to register for an account. 


